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itself in various ways, and when the cloth was drawn,
Walter rose and asked what was meant. "Well," said
one of the lads, "since you will have it out, you are cut-
ting your old friends for the sake of Clerk and some
more of these dons that look down on the like of us."
"Gentlemen," answered Scott, "I will never cut any
man unless I detect him in scoundrelism; but I know
not what right any of you have to interfere with my
choice of my company. If any one thought I had in-
jured him, he would have done well to ask an explanation
in a more private manner. As it is, I fairly own, that
though I like many of you very much, and have long
done so, I think William Clerk well worth you all put
together." The senior in the chair was wise enough to
laugh, and the evening passed off without further dis-
turbance.

As one effect of his office education, Scott soon began
to preserve in regular files the letters addressed to him;
and from the style and tone of such letters, as Mr,
Southey observes in his Life of Cowper, a man's charac-
ter may often be gathered even more surely than from
those written by himself. The first series of any consid-
erable extent in his collection includes letters dated as
far back as 1786, and proceeds, with not many interrup-
tions, down beyond the period when his fame had been
established. I regret, that from the delicate nature of the
transactions chiefly dwelt upon in the earlier of these
communications, I dare not make a free use of them; but
I feel it my duty to record the strong impression they
have left on my own mind of high generosity of affection,
coupled with calm judgment, and perseverance in well-
doing, on the part of the stripling Scott. To these
indeed every line in the collection bears pregnant testi-
mony. A young gentleman, born of good family, and
heir to a tolerable fortune, is sent to Edinburgh College,
and is seen partaking, along with Scott, through several
apparently happy and careless years, of the studies andthe club consisted
